Lead Poisoning Prevention Resources


Maine Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, 1-866-292-3474

Landlords and Contractors,1-866-292-3474 


The new EPA ruling
For a copy of the new law 

Other resources:
Rebecca L. Miller, BSN, MPH, CSPI, CHES

Community Education Specialist - Maine

Northern New England Poison Center
MaineHealth, 22 Bramhall Street, Portland, ME  04102

work 207-662-7224

Linda Christie, ACCESS Health Partnership Coordinator

207-373-6926

ACCESS Health, the local Healthy Maine Partnership, has been awarded a grant through the Maine Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund to address childhood lead poisoning from lead paint. The funds have been designated to educate people in the Sagadahoc County, Brunswick and Harpswell area who may need information on lead poisoning and how to prevent it. 

Each year, over 200 Maine children are identified with high levels of lead. The Maine Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program (MCLPPP) has remained committed to the Healthy Maine 2010 goal of eliminating childhood lead poisoning by the year 2010. This will be done through education and focusing attention on sources of lead to prevent poisoning before it occurs. There are roughly 16,000 blood lead test results submitted each year to the program. Children with elevated blood lead levels are identified and the MCLPPP works with the families, their health care providers and lead inspectors to identify and eliminate the source of lead.

Lead dust is the most common source of lead poisoning. Lead dust comes from:

· Old lead paint in a home built before 1978 

· Brought home on clothing from construction or painting jobs 

· Home renovations or repairs Soil next to old buildings 

· Drinking water from old pipes 

· Old painted furniture or toys 

· Various hobbies such as stained glass, lead shot, fishing sinkers or furniture refinishing 

· Imported products such as toys or jewelry

Children like to explore and put things in their mouth. To keep your child lead-safe:

· Keep your child from peeling or chipping paint 

· Wash your child’s hands often 

· Clean old windows and floors with wet cleaning methods 

· Leave shoes outside the home 

· If you have old pipes in your home, run the water for 1-2 minutes if it has not been used in the last four hours.

Symptoms of lead poisoning are: 

· Learning disabilities

· Behavioral problems

· Hearing damage

· Language or speech delays

· Lower intelligence 

